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Goforth, Kathleen [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=0821ccfO0ea%e4c18a3d2a583158b713e-KGOFORTH]; Lapp, leffrey
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c674f145cda347a4a53bf46a3b36710d-llapp]

Knight, Kelly [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=47fc4b0c90f94826a1d9a48381f4009f-Knight, Kel]

Minor proposed tweaks to HQ NEPA Forecast

Rob wanted us to be sure to fly by you the minor tweaks below, in case you have a minute in the next half hour or so to

lay eyes

on this. Thanks very much, and sorry for the last-second factor here.

Tom Marshall

Acting Deputy Division Director

Office of Federal Activities

Office of Enforcement, Compliance, and Assurance
202.564.5549

R9/Forest Service (USFS)/Record of Decision/ Rosemont Copper Mine/i Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Rating

Background: The Final EIS evaluates a proposed new, 4,800 acre open-pit copper and molybdenum
mine to be constructed mostly on USFS National Forest Land southwest of Tucson.

EPA Involvement: Iz 2811, EPA rated the Draft EIS as "EU-3" (Environmentally Unsatisfactory —
Inadequate Information) based on the degradation of aquatic habitat, Clean Water Act Section 404
compliance, significant air quality impacts, and impacts to tribal and cultural resources, biological
resources, and human health. Upon review of the 2013 Final EIS, EPA determined that the issues
underlying its “EU” rating have not been resolved, and notified USFS and the White House Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ) that the project was # s

an EPA request, the USFS extended the referral deadline to allow time for an interagency process to
seek resolution of the outstanding issues, and for the Corps Section 404 permit decision to inform any
referral decision. Between early 2014 and mid-2016, CEQ facilitated interagency discussions toward
this end. Those calls ended as all parties awaited a permit decision by the Corps of Engineers.

Status: The Corps Division is in the process of reviewing the Carps District’s July 2016 recommended
draft denial of the CWA 404 permit. The draft permit denial was based on determinations that the
proposed Rosemont Mine will cause or contribute to violations of state water quality standards and
significant degradation of waters of the US. On May 8, 20017, the USFS published a Federal Register
Notice to advise the public that that the Coronado National Forest Supervisor is expected to sign the

! Deliborative Process / Ex.5 1 Tesponse to theat ROD notice or the final EIS, and does not intend to provide a

‘Tecommendation to the Administrator to refer the project to CEQ based on the ROD.
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